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TfiE FI6 E0HS OF THE HAYT

Feathered jressengcrs in the Ser-

vice

¬

of the Government

Carefully Tralnetl for llxe luiiiortnnt
DutlcH Expected of Them How the
Deist MrrtH Are Selected Wlrelens
Telegraphy May Suiiersede Them

The development of the homing or car-

rier
¬

pigeon has lone since passed the
mere experimental stage and has become
a useful adjunct to the war and navy
departments of the world In Europe
there Is a messenger service carried on
by the war departments for the mainten ¬

ance of which thousands of dollars every
year are appropriated

It is in the United Slates Navy where
the greatest need for the homing pigeon
is felt The army docs not employ these
feathered messengers but at every navy
yard and naval station a loft of pigeons
is kept and a yearly appropriation is made
for their support There are lofts at the
navy yards at Portsmouth N H New
Tork Mare Island at the training station
at Newport and the naval station at
Key West Each station has about one
hundred birds which are rigorously train-
ed

¬

for tiieir work and go through their
drills as carefully as the jackies them-
selves

¬

The Belgian strain is regarded in navy
circles a3 the most reliable although a
home stock is bred which gives good ser
viee Many American bred birds And
their wny into-- the lofts of the Navy De¬

partment and become formidable rivals of
the Belgian breed Each bird has a ring
around Its leg upon which is engraved its
number the year the station or navy
yard to which it belongs and the letters

U S N After these letters comes an
anchor which completes the inscription
It is obvious that any ring which a pig-

eon
¬

could wear without discomfort must
be very small and yet large enough to
contain the Inscription which Is neces-
sary- It is therefore necessary to adopt
some sort of a shorthand system and this
the Navy Department has recognized
This abbreviation is found in the number
on the ring and is ingenious to say the
least

Each naval station and navy yard has
its own number and the second figure in
the number engraved on the ring corre ¬

sponds to the number of the station the
first figure of the number tells the year
and the last two figures give the number
of the bird itself For example suppose a
bird Is freed from a ship at sea which
belonged to the loft at New York whose
number Is say No L The birds own
number would be possibly 35 and the
pigeon itself liberated any time during
the present year that is 1S0L Now the
number on the ring would therefore be
1136 The last figure of 1901 would be¬

come the first figure of the number the
number of the New York navy yard
would be the next figure that is 1 and
the- number of the bird which is 35

would make up the last two- - figures of
the number 1133 Anyone finding the
bird and reading the number would know
Just where the bird belonged in what
service it was engaged and wha it was
freed provided of course the finder was
familiar with the naval code

It is in the training of these homing
pigeons where the greatest caxe Is taken
Old birds are never used Young
birds only are employed Unlike
any other breed of birds the homing
pigeon has a wonderful bump of locality
and a keen instinct for home As a rule
these pigeons will seek their own home
loft as soon as they are liberated It is
marvelous how accurately they will locate
the direction of their home loft even
when hundreds of miles at sea with noth-
ing

¬

familiar to them to give them a hint
of where they are or which way home
lies

As soon as the young birds are strong
enough a basket of four or five birds are
taken out to sea and let loose The birds
circle around for a moment and then by
tiieir marvelous instinct will strike out
in a bee line for home just as fast as
they can fly Attached to the ring on the
leg of the pigeon is a little note telling
the latitude or place where they were lib ¬

erated the hour and the day When they
arrived at their home loft these notes are
reed and the distance being known the
speed of flight of each bird can be accu ¬

rately calculated Some of these carrier
pigeons can find their own loft from a
distance of 500 mites but 200 miles is the
average distance limit to which they are
takes This distance Is quite enough to
tect the birds reiiabilty and does not of
course demand as much endurance or
draw upon its strength as a greater dis ¬

tance wobW do
Some birds do not go back to their loft

and are either lost or killed by some
sportsman orif they do return it will
be after a longer time has been consumed
than is- - regarded as necessary to cover
the distance allowing of course for ac-

cidents
¬

or necessary delays Slow birds
are tried over again a number of times
until they become satisfactorily trained
or are abandoned as useless to the ser-
vice

¬

The condemned pigeons are either
sold or killed It is In this way that a
loft is freed from useless birds and the
llBe Is drawn between the good and the
bad

A still further test Is made When a
ship goes to s3i It takes aboard some
homer from several lofts and the pig
cons are freed Each well trained bird
wilt find its own loft and get there in due
time Sometimes however the social in ¬

stinct which Is well developed In pigeons
of all kinds will tempt the carriers to
flock together and one or more will fol-
low

¬

oilier birds to their loft where they
are strangers When this is discovered
th trmtnt birds are sent back to their
own loft and a black mark is scored
against them A first class bird well
trained will make straight for home and
eatlafy Ills social liutlnets with the in-

mates
¬

of its own loft This test permits
a second and more accurate weeding out
until finally a naval station Is equipped
with a ioft of splendid and reliable pig
tens Tht these birds are bred and the
loft is replenished with a fine stock

The development of the war homing-pigeo- n

service throughout Europe has been
more rapid than elsewhpre and army
posts support large numbers of them
Strict laws are made to protect those ia
private lofts As a great military camp
Europe looks upon the carrier pigeon as
a menace to the country If not held un ¬

der strict military control In Germany
for instance not a single pigeon raised
by private breeders can be taken out
of the country or sold without permission
from the military authorities In the
event of a war the German authorities re ¬

serve the right to claim and take pos-

session
¬

of every carrier pigeon in the
land In addition to this every fortress
and camp on German soil has its pigeon
cenice and over M0 Is appropriated
annually for the support of this service
There are upward of 10000 pigeons be ¬

longing to the German War Department
and every bird is trained and tested

The Haeovcry of the wireless telegra ¬

phy however Is destined to supplant the
usefulness of the homing pigeon and Its
development is watched with no small
interest by tho Navy Department

There are several weak points In the
pigeon service Bald Lieutenant Chapln
of the Bureau of Equipment which can-
not

¬

be overcome as long as the Navy De ¬

partment has to rely on homing pigeons
Thereis a limit of the dlitance from the
home loft with this bird service and there
are many occasions when great distances
need La be covered In getting Information
to or from a ship at sea or from station
to station This of course demands n

better service than pigeons can give T o
are very much pleased with the develop-
ment

¬

thus far of the wireless telegraphy
which not only can cover a greater dis-
tance

¬

but its field of usefulness can be
compared to the ml of o rl With
a pigeon service only one straight line or
radius can be utinu umi ia ium inu
ship or btation where tho birds are lib-

erated
¬

to their home loft With the wire-
less

¬

telegraphy however an officer at sea
can communicate in any direction that is
on any radius of the circle Lach ship at
sea is then a station from which messages
can be caught and forwarded on to an in ¬

definite distance depending upon the num ¬

ber of forwarding ships or stations Its
possibilities are unlimited

If there were a chain of ships and sta-
tions

¬

reaching anflind the globe a message
from one station or ship could be sent
around tho circumference of the earth
When this wireless system is perfected we
will have a grand system of intercommu-
nication

¬

which will bo capable of meeting
any demand which a navy deparment
could make Until that time arrives our
navy must depend upon what service it
can get from the homing pigeon

PEERAGES OE ENGLAND

Komniicc TliaKlnfi the Origin of
Muny of Them

From Tit Bits
There are few pages in fiction more re-

markable
¬

or fascinating than the stories
of the origin of some or the British peer-
ages

¬

many of which trace their descent
from romantic fcourccs- - ranging from a
love romance to a lottery

A century or so ago there was living in
Dublin Luke White a dealer in second ¬

hand books and keeper of a lottery office
One day so the story runs on looking
through a second hand book that had re-
cently

¬

come into his possession he found
between two of its leaves a lottery ticket
which he was wise enough not to part
with

As luck would have it tho ticket won a
xry valuable prize which at once placed

its owner in a position of aflluence Three
of his sons became army colonels and
members of Parliament and the youngest
of them was created Baron Annaly in 1S63

a peerage which is held today by a captain
in the Scots Guards who liko his for¬

tunate ancestor bears the lucky name
of Luko White

Any one who chanced to be passing at
the time over London Bridge one day la
the seventeenth century might have wit¬

nessed a gallant deed performed by a
young apprentice A young Vdy had
fallen into the river and was in immi ¬

nent danger of drowning when she was
rescued by a youth who bravely plungtd
into the river and with difficulty brought
her unconscious to the shoro

The gallant young rescuer was Edward
Osborne apprentice to a worthy draper on
London Bridge and the rescued girl was
the daughter and heiress of his employer
Such a romantic episode could have but
one appropriate isue Edward Osborne
married the girl he had saved from death
succeeded to her fathers wealth and busi-
ness

¬

and founded the noble family of
which George Godolphin Osborne Duke of
Leeds Mamuis Earl Viscount and Bar-
on

¬

is the present head
One evening in the early years of tho

second George when a certain beautiful
and wealthy young lady was being carried
In her sedan chair to Drury Lane Theatre
she was seized with a sudden attack of
falntness Fortunately at the moment
her chair was stopped opposite the shop
of one Hugh Smlthson an apothecary into
which the fainting heiress was carried

The courteous ministrations of the
young chemist together with his hand ¬

some exterior made such a favorable
impression on his patient that she sought
another opportunity of seeing him and
thus commenced an intimacy which end ¬

ed in their marriage in 1740

To this romantic incident it is sad the
Dukes of Northumberland owe their titles
and vast estates the first of their many
titles of peerage dating some nine years
later than this singular alliance

More than thirty years after this ro¬

mance of Drury Lane the first stone of
the family fortune of the Earls of Eldon
was laid when John Scott the young
Newcastle student took it into his head
to elope with Miss Surtees the rich bank-
ers

¬

daughter and race with her over the
border In defiance of pursuing parent

That runaway Journey was really the
first stage on the way to the woolsack
nnrt tn tho ranks of the baron Viscount
and eail which are borno today by his
descenoant the third earl who like his
romantic progenitor bears the name of
John Scott

It was a trivial incident that won a
peerage for Lord Lyndhurst one of the
greatest of our lord chancellors In
spite of his uncommon gifts and a great
university reputation he had been called
to the bar seven years before a single
brief came his way He was on the point
of abandoning his profession in despair
when while sitting in court one day one
of the counsel engaged in a case was
taken seriously 111 and the case seemed
likely to collapse

This was John Singleton Copleys oppor-
tunity

¬

To the relief of the court and
the plaintiffs solicitor he volunteered to
take the departed counsels place and
conducted the case so brilliantly that he
not only secured a verdict but achieved
by one leap a reputation which soon plac-
ed

¬

him on the right road to the woolsack
More than two centuries ago a Smith

field hosier called Kider had a clever son
whom he was anxious to nut into the
church while the boy was resolute to be
a lawyer So obstinately was the point
contested between father and son that It
began to seem probable that the boy
would have become a hosier like his
father in default of a solution

Fortunately the matter was submitted
for final settlement to an old friend of
the family who plumped in favor of the
law and thus the boy was started on a
career which led to the highest seat on
the bench and to the foundation of the
fortunes of the Ryders Earls of llar
rowby

ADVANTAGES OF THE DOCTOB

He In Sot Under Restraints Such an
Environ lrcaclicrii

From Harpers Weekly
Physicians like clergymen are con-

cerned
¬

in trying to make their fellow men
better but they have a great advantage
over the clerical uretnren in neing aoie
to shape their lives according to their
whims and necessities without undue
criticism from their fellows We prefer
that our doctors should be good men
We Insist that they shall have a high de-
gree

¬

of professional honor We expect
them not to be unduly mercenary and not
to grudge a fair measure of their time to
the public service But we dont concern
ounjelves about what they eat or drink
or smoke or how they choose to have
their share of fun We dont even Insist
that they shall practice what they preach
and we should be disappointed if we did
for though doctors spend tholr lives in
efforts to induce people to take care of
their health It Is unusual for a busy doc-
tor

¬

to take even ordinary care of him-
self

¬

His sleep is broken his meals are
Irregular he overworks himself very
likely he smokes too much But as long
as our confidence in his skill is unim-
paired

¬
we dont criticise him

Doctors are supposed to know what Is
good for themselves and in their hands
we leave the responsibility for their own
cases as well as for ours To be sure we
scoff a great deal at the medical profes-
sion

¬
carp at its contradictions and re-

mark
¬

upon Its limitations but In the long
run the good doctors get the credit that
is their due even though Its arrears may
not come in until after they are dead

A VIEW OE THE AMEEICAN GLBL

AclrcMv Bernhardt GKes Vent to Her
IinpreHxIonn

Prom Success
My study of the American girl has been

two fold first in Paris and afterward
at her home At flret I considered her
simply a refreshing change from tho
stereotyped English girl good to look at
and good to talk with It was apparent
eyen then that American girls would be-
come

¬

famous In Paris for their unusual
gifts of conversation and their general
good looks I soon was able to drive down
any of the great avenues at home and
pick them out as I saw them pass They
had more distinction in their looks and
manner than the girls of any other coun-
try

¬

a freedom in their walk and a con-
scious

¬

pride in their expression They
never have hnd difficulty in making places
for themselves In the life of Paris

But though i knew something of them
abroad It was not until my present tour of
this country that I began to know them as
they are They have many qualities for
which I look In vain among the belles of
France and they can rival my country-
women

¬

now in beauty and dress First of
ill I think they have more general cul-
ture

¬

and are better educated I have been
astounded lr going about tho country to
observe the numbers of large and nour-
ishing

¬

colleges for women which every-
where

¬

exist One can hardly believe that
there are so many women seeking high-
er

¬

education as you call it here And the
young women I have met showed the re-

sults
¬

of this oducatlonr Thoy were able to
discuss innumerable subjects Intelligently
I could hardly mention any branch of art
of which they were Ignorant and usuallyhv cnuld talk well on tho drama poetry
and art

TUB TIMES WASHmGTONrSUNDAY MAY 2G 1901

MUSIC ON THE CURBSTONE

Airs From Hurdy Gurdics and

Piano Organs in Order

Repaired nnd Refitted With Xevr
Melody Produelnsr Pipes They Will
Soon Perform Anew Their Summer
Function Tuned Up by n Mnentro

Now is the time that the barrel organ
and the hurdy gurdy come out from their
hiding places and the sheltors In which
they have been hibernating during the
winter to make music for the merry feet
of the street child After the rigors of
the cold season begin the street pianos
vanish so completely that It Is a sourco
of wonder where they have all gone They
disappear as completely as lost pins and
It is only when on some bright winter
day a hardy Italian tries to make a few
pennies by his music that the citizens of
the city realize there ever was such a
thing as a piano organ Tho old tootlety
tootlety hurdy gurdy even during tho win-

ter
¬

months is more seen on the streets
because as a rule It belongs to the man
who plays it along with the monkey
and to make his living ho is obliged to
tramp the street whatever the weather
conditions may be

Piano organs are trusted They have
to a great extent been J Picrpont Mor
ganlzed and are managed if not entirely
owncd by one Italian capitalist who loans
them out as they are desired by tho
poorer dagos on a percentage or a fixed
rental according to the city in which he
happens to be operating There are Ital-
ians

¬

of moderate means who own their
piano organs but these are few and far
between as it Is moro profitable to rent
and thero is less responsibility

When tho cold weather comes tho
hand organs are driven off the street
and whero do they go A little shed in
an alley in the Southwestern portion of
Washington explains the disappearance
Underneath its patched roof can be seen
huddled together about two dozen of the
wheeled pianos so familiar to everyone
Tho months that they have been unused
shows from tho cobwebs that have been
spun between them Standing in rows in
tho gloomy shadow of the wlndowless
shack they make a rather weird and in
a way soldier like appearance The feel-
ing

¬

that they have been shut up so long
and that their voices so welcome to tho
poorer children have been hushed for so
long adds to the solemn aspect of tho
silent rows

Now one by one they are being led out
and made ready for business Tho little
shed is only part of a larger establish-
ment

¬

which Is composed of a dilapidated
house or two and some roofs upon sup-
ports

¬

The entire colony is quite a bit
removed from other houses and the rea-
son

¬

is apparent as you approach It at this
time of the year Even from afar off you
are aware that you are about to get ex-
perience

¬

something unusual You seem to
be approaching a musical boiler factory
and tho cacophonous tinkle tinkle of a
thousand strings of varying pitch wafts
to you over the tops of houses in the
breeze There is no harmony and no mel-
ody

¬

just a musical Janglo of metallic
strings plucked and struck-- As you ap-
proach

¬

nearer you become aware that tho
work is being done very energetically for
the notes strike your ear harshly as
though they were being brought out by
steel sledge hammers

It Is spring cleaning time for the own-
er

¬

of the piano organs and he Is getting
his stock in shape for the summer It is
tuning time and tho hundred odd strings
of each instrument must be brought to
something approximating the proper pitch
So it i3 tuning- - time and the maestro
with his assistants is at work making
the air hideous with his discords which
will later straighten out into the sweet
accords of the latest ragtime coon song
or llorid arrangement of Stradclla The
changing temperatures of the winter have
worked havoc with his scales and many
a string has given way to the effects of
a particularly cold snap There are spme
organs which have been so long in use
that they must be made over with new
strings and new hammer felts and new
dampers and there are weeks of labor
to be done upon them

All this lies before the maestro and his
assistants Sheltered from the sun under
the supported roofs they are sitting each
one at an instrument making all the
noise possible and perfectly oblivious to
the noise going on around Besides the
maestro there are three others two of
whom are always employed iy him as
tuners and one of whom is merely on for
the time During the remainder of the
year he is a simple organ grinder on the
street but a very pleasing and grateful
one to listen to because his organ Is al¬

ways the best one In the best tune and
playing the very latest airs

The entire fronts of three Instruments
have been taken out leaving tho rows of
tuning pegs exposed and tho bristly
woodn barrel Even the barrel has been
taken out of the Instrument at which
the maestro is working for he Is engaged
in fitting it up entirely anew He has
just finished putting in a new suit of
strlnirs great big red copper covered
ones for the bass and shiny steel ones
for the soprano strung double from the
middle register up Just now he Is work-
ing

¬

on the new felts for the dampers
and has beside him a little box filled with
little soft red squares which he Is past ¬

ing on the wooden damper block with
glue At his other side are white felts
In a box which will later be put on the
hammers to make them soft

The other three workmen are simply
tuning but making a great dcalof nolso
at it Each holds in his hand a little
hammer with which he taps the string
upon which he is working making It give
forth a sharp metallic sound In the other
hand he holds the tuning key and turns
up the peg as It is needed Tap-tap-ta- p

they go all three with discord sometimes
now together and now at Irregular Inter-
vals

¬

with such a persistent out of tune
ness and irregularity of rhythm that any-
one

¬

with a sensitive ear or a musical In-

stinct
¬

is nearly driven mad One
is working on the last notes of
the treble and one in tho mid-
dle

¬

register and one on the base The
first after a few more taps has straight-
ened

¬

out his whole scale and tries It over
running lively the gamut with delicate
taps of his hammer Being satisfied that
the scale Is correct he puts the hammers
Into their place oils up the bearings of
the machine brushes out the accumulated
dirt and turns the crank Work In the
shop btops and all stand around while the
newly tuned organ makes the air resound
with a jig crisp In sharp tune and lively
The maestro nods his head approvingly
and the machine having had Its case
rubbed over with oil to polish it Is run
back Into the shed

In the Interior of tho house is a fifth
worker old bent and grey bearded with
great bowed spectacles over his eyes and
a red handkerchief tied around his wrin-
kled

¬

leathery neck He alts by it bench
close to the window and before him Is a
wooden cylinder and beside him a paper
chart covered with many parallel llnrs
and squares dotted thickly with black
marks some short and some long This
chart Is the diagram of a piece which
the old workman Is about to put upon
the cylinder before him Near his hand
are several small boxes filled with slips of
flat brass about one sixth of an inch wide
His other tools arc a pair of nippers a
pair of pincers and a flnt polnted brad
awl with these he is actively at work
He will take up a slip of brass bend about
one fourth of an Inch on one end compare
tho slip with a black mark upon the
chart snip It to the proper length with
tho nippers and bend down tho other
end

Then he goes to tho wooden cylinder
makes two holes tho length of the slip
just made apart puts tho ends of tho
slips into tho holes nnd drives the wholo
home with a few sharp touches of a
wooden mallet He has mjide one noto
In tho piece and so he proceeds through
the wholo stopping every now and then
to npply a8tralght edge to his work and
to hammer own tho heads of nil the
notes that nso above tho proper level
The part fulshed Is full of long slips
with two eids drlvon into tho wood and
short slip thnt have only one end and
stand up liko hog bristles of brass
which seem to bo arranged in a most
miraculously Irregular manner without
rhyme or reason But they make tho

tune When put Into the organ each one
of the little projections catches tho ham-
mer

¬

mechnnlsm and throws the hammer
against the string1 for a short or long
note according as the slip is short or
long The old workman ia an expert at
his business and is1 orirj of only a dozen
or so at his trade in the country

It will be many days before all the
twenty live organs are tuned up and put
into shape and thjen the maestro and his
two assistants will be busy nearly nil the
time in keeping tlfein in repair and tuno
They break down as all other machines
do and get so out of ti4ne that the people
who play them gtet no money but are
asked to movo on So they come back to
the shop to bo tuned Then of course
there have to be new tunes made and
the old workman is kept busy all the year
turning out cylinder after cylinder Once
upon a time he used to work he says for
a big Swiss orchestrion maker and ar-
ranged

¬

Wagner and Goldmark and Max
Bruch for great mechanical organs He
does not liko arranging coon song3 for
tinkling street pianos and bemoans what
he calls his debased art

THE ORACLE OF THE CANDLES

A Carloun Incident During the Czars
Ilecent lllne is

From the New York Commercial Advertiser
During the Illness of the Czar some

time ago a very curious incident occurred
at the St Nicholas Church In St Peters-
burg

¬

which Illustrates the superstitious
chaiacter of lower class Russians and
their faith in the icones or images of the
saints

A number of women went to the church
knelt before the-- Images of St Nicholas
nnd prayed tho saint to Inform them by
the oracle of candles how many years
the Emperor would live

This Is the manner- - of the oracle The
candles used are of such size that ttiey
burn for two hours on the average for
a newly born Infant a hundred candles
aro lighted for an older person a hun-
dred

¬

minus his actual age In years The
number of candles still burning after the
expiration of two hours is supposed to
give the number of years of life yet In
store for the person In question The
Czars age being thirty two the pious
women lighted sixty eight candles and
awaited tho outcome in anxiety When
the two hours had passed a cry of Joy
rose from the kneeling throng or fifty
six candles remained alight Indicating
that the Czar would uttatu the ripe age
of eighty eight years

This incident recalls a similar one which
Is alleged to have occurred a century ago
in France Joseph II of Austria brother
of Mario Antoinette visiting tho French
court was surprised to learn that neither
his sister nor her husband Louis XVI
had visited the famous abbey of St Denis
the burial place of all the Kings of
France The Austrian Emperor proposed
a nocturnnl visit Incognito and the three
royalties with the Prlncesse de Lnmbelle
presented themselves at tho abbey at 1
oclock In the morning AVord had been
sent to have the abbey in readiness to
receive some foreign visitors and the
prior shrewdly suspected that the Aus-
trian

¬

Emperor was one ot them but was
immensely surprised to recognize their
French majesties in the party The vis-
itors

¬

were conducted through the abbey
and the catacombs of Merovingians Car
lovlnglans and the Capetans were pointed
out to them to the horror of all but Jo-
seph

¬

II who was used to the same sort
of thing at home

Passing an open door leading to a
lighted descending staircasa the Emperor
asked what lay beyond and was informed
that the passage led to the crypt contain-
ing

¬

the bones of the Bourbon Kings The
Emperor Insisted Upon visiting the crypt
At the foot of tho staircase the way was
found barred by Si long narrow object
covered by a black velvet pall on which
were embroidered tho arms of France
with tears fleura do Us double Ls and
crowns lit i

What ls thlsjthe King asked The
prior answered

The coffin of your Majesty s immedi-
ate

¬

predecessor Afccordlng to conse-
crated

¬

usage the Body of the last King
Temains at the foot of these stairs until
the arrival of his successor Toil see
this chandelier The number of its lamp3
is equal to tho ntlmbex or years of the
icings reign Thei are kept lighted day
and flight and a great calamity would
befall should theyre extinguished

At this moment a sudden gust of wind
extinguished most of Jhe lamps Only

ror mTnninprf bAimliiir Thi3 was in
the year 1776 There wris a cry of horror

kfrom the visitors The queen threw her
self into tho arms orncr nuauauu u
led her away while the Emperor bodily
carried Mmc de Lambelle who had xanj
cd There was little conversation during
the drive back to Paris Seventeen added
to 1776 gave the fatal date 193

The unfortunate thing about stories of
this sort is that they always appear after
the catastrophe never before 1 his one
was not heard of until long after the Rev-

olution
¬

but It Is Interesting nevertheless

THE MOUNTAIN LION

ltemiiilseencc of nn Episode In the
Sierra 31ndres

I had a tamlsh episode with a mountain
lion In the Sierra Madres four years ago
We had gone part of the way up Wilsons
trail and were camping for a couple of
weeks There was a small two roomed
frame house with a gallery along the
front and at one end 1 put up my tent
in which two of ua slept while my daugh ¬

ter and fttle ld boy had cots
in the living room of the house The
weather was very warm and as the win-

dows
¬

were covered except one with
heavy Iron netting she only closed the
doors at night while we slept with the
tent Haps open

I had been told that a pair of lions had
recently been seen near there but mat
didnt trouble any of us One day my
daughter went down to the village to bo
gone until the following afternoon leav-
ing

¬

the little fellow to sleep In the houso
alone Somehow that unguarded window
was left open and I was awakened oy a
crash of falling tinware in the kitchen
1 dashed into the house and all I could
find was some tin plates and cups on the
lloor 1 had no light except some match ¬

es so couldnt see very well but earing
tho youngster might be frightened If he
found himself alone I gathered him up
and carried him Into the tent where I
soon fell asleep

Before long I heard another rattle-to-ban- g

In the kitchen and made a rush
catching up my hunting knife and that
time I heard a soft thump as an animal
of some kind jumped out of the window

Procuring a light from a candle in the
tent 1 discovered as before tin things
all over the floor and the leg of mutton
gone from the kitchen that had Just been
sent up I at once surmised that a Hon
had been there but in making his exit
the first time he must almost have jump¬

ed over the baby Fortunately he prefer-
red

¬

dead mutton to live K or there
would have been serious trouble In the
camo

The next day when my daughter came
back I told her of my visitor and she ex ¬

pressed some objection to sleeping in tho
shack by herself but ns I closed up the

Inflrti inl tdlif hn tin trtit omtlfl
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get in no otner way sue was m ieutiii
satisfied Besides 1 ddnt believe It
would come back and wasnt sure that It
was a Hon anyhow

oil that night was dark as pitch but
I laid my rifle hand j and would have stay
ed awake had it been possibe to see
About midnight 1 Jirtfrd a scream and
rushed out but a frightened girl was all
r found She said that sho hud been un-
able to sleep and lay on hfr cot for
hours

Ail at once slu1 Twnrfl the door of th
gallery creac andomi1 heavy soft-foot--

nnlmal walking up anil down occa-
sionally giving a sniff she lay still hop-
ing

¬

I was awalse add would hear It but
when It presently reared up and putting
It3 paws on thf wire netting looked Into
the room her nervts gave way and bhe
scrrained She had1 a good look at It as
its head was against the sky and it was
undoubtedly a mountain Hon I afterward
made a pointer dog stand up on his hind
legs under the window1 but a person In
sido could not sec lffcr head over the win ¬

dow sill V

The next night I was resolved to get a
shot There wasno moon so we all
moved into the liilnseand before turn-
ing

¬

in I fried a bit of bacon and carried
the pan outside tho house In order that
the smell might float around the gallery
up to the window and hung what was left
of the meat Inside the netting I then
made a bod for myself on tho floor so 1

could see thi head of any animal against
the sky Well I did this for three nights
and thought it a god scheme but the cat
dIdntTomo back and I lost tho best part
ot a good story

Travel Good for Statesmen
From the Springfield Republican

Senator Ucvcridgc is becoming prominent as a

Senatorial traveler to forelffn parts for purposes
of study liU latest journey being now underwaj
and directed through Kuropo Siberia and China
Travel and extended observation axe good Tor any
man a statesman of a world power in particular
It would br excellent if every United States Sena-

tor
¬

could sepnd a year abroad The more repre ¬

sentative who could go the better Some peo ¬

ple might think better of nevcrldge if he would
abolish his personally conducted advertising bu-

reau
¬

and go abroad more for Impartial observa-
tion

¬

than for material with which to fortify kla
preannounced opinions

ST PETERS GHURCHPARISI

jlemories of tho Old House of
Worship and Its Pastors

Incident Recalled liy Work on
the Handsome PreHbytery One of
the 1rlentn Met DcntU by Sleep
Ine in a Room Freshly Painted

The erection of a new and splendid
parsonage in connection with St Peters
Church on Capitol Hill recalls some in¬

teresting facts in tho history of that
pioneer Catholic parish of East Washing¬

ton
St Peters parish was the first offspring

of St-- Patricks because until St Peters
parish was created St Patricks Church
included all the Catholics of Washington
and the country Immediately contiguous
On Sunday mirnings In thoso days per-
sons

¬

camo Into the city from distances
as far as Bladensburg nnd even farther
for the purpose of attending mass in old
StPatricks The contributors to the build-
ing

¬

of St Peters too were members of St
Patricks congregation headed by tho
pastor the Very Rev William Matthews
It Is related of that estimable man that
he had a barrel full of sermons in manu-
script

¬

which he read successively to his
congregation and that after reading each
sermon he laid It in another barrel and
thus filled up the other barrel with the
sermons Then when this second barrel
was filled he would turn it upside down
and commencing with tha top sermon
read them in reverse order all over again
Several of his old parishioners who
listened for many years to Father Mat-
thews

¬

sermons say that they could tell
in advance what sermon he was going to
read

On May 10 1S20 active steps were taken
to secure the erection of a Catholic par-
ish

¬

church east of the Capitol and to
this end tho following were appointed a
committee to receive subscriptions for
this object Very Rev William Matthews
Daniel Carroll of Duddlngton William
Brent James Iloban Nicholas L Queen
James Peter Callan Edward Mattlngly
James Spratt and James David Bany

Daniel Carroll of Duddlngton donated
the three lots on which the church was
erected Tho three other lots upon which
the new pastoral residence ls being erect-
ed

¬

and upon which tho old one stood for
over seventy years were purchased
some time afterward Before St Peters
Church was opened for divlno worship the
Catholics living south of the Eastern
Branch suffered peculiar hardships For
them St Patricks Church at tho corner
of Tenth Tmd F Streets northwest was
a long distance qft To reach there they
had to go from their homes by way of

the Old Burnt Bridge at the foot of
Pennsylvania Avenue east as the Navy
Yard or Eleventh Street Bridge was not
built until the year in which St Peters
Church was erected

The Most Rev Ambrose Marechal the
third Archbishop of Baltimore who had
succeeded Archbishop Neale in 1S17

the Rev James F M Lucas the
first pastor of St Peters Church and on
September 3 1S21 the latter came to
Washington and took charge of his new
floclc--

Old St Peters Church was a plain
building making no attempt at display
either In its material or architecture It
was constructed of red brick and had a
shingle roof The facade was what is
called rough cast or finished with a
coat of cement and pebbles Astraight
stairway led from the street to tha door
which was in the centro of the facade
The Immediate surroundings have under-
gone

¬

a complete change during the course
of time The grade of both Second and C

Streets at the intersection of which the
church Is situated has been lowered and
the lot north of the church which was
for a long time a graveyard has been cut
down

Trio first pastor of SL Peters lodged
and boarded at the house of Samuel P
Lowe on the east side of Aew Jersey
Avenue between L and M Streets South
In December 1S22 the pastoral residence
was moved to tho southeast corner of
Second and D Streets southeast on the
site where Providence Hospital now
stands and while living here the priest- -

instructed children In secular as well as
religious studies

Soon afterward he lived In a house sit-
uated

¬

on the lot north of the church
This little abode was of brick and con-
tained

¬

on the first lloor only two small
rooms to which was attached a smaU
wooden kitchen The second story con-
sisted

¬

of a small garret room or loft The
rafters and floor Joists of this building
were built Into the wallf of the church

The original members of St Peters
parish were William Brent and sons H
J and J Carroll Brent Mr and JJjrs
Thomas Bayne James Bolsseau Mrs
ilebecca Bright Daniel Carroll of Dud-
dlngton

¬

the Misses Carroll Patrick and
Dennis Callaghan James Carberry Nicho-
las

¬

Cassady Mrs Sarah Clements Wil-
liam

¬

Elliot Gregory Ennls John Fltz
patrick James Hanna and daughter
Mrs Ann E Dooley and many other
prominent people Only one of these
James T Bolsseau is now living

It is related In connection with St
Peters old presbytery that when the Rev
Matthew P Deagle came to the church
In 1825 as Father Lucas first assistant
pastor he always slept In the little
second story room or loft On his be-
coming

¬

pastor he still occupied these cir-
cumscribed

¬

quarters Tho room was
painted on one occasion and the priest
slept In It before the paint was dry Be
ing a delicate man he took what Is called

painters colic and died the next
morning October 27 1S31 He was burled
under the sanctuary of old St Peters
and the corpse was found to be in a state
of perfect preservation when exhumed
eight years afterward to be rcinterred in
the yard north of the church

The parochial school building of St
Peters parish was erected In 1SC7 by the
Rev F E Boyle one of the most force-
ful

¬

preachers and most popular men ever
known In Washington

The new pastoral residence will be a
beautiful structure of white marble three
stories in height with basement The
frontage will be forty six feet and the
elevation will be imposing On one side
of the entrance to the basement which
Is well above ground there will be a large
room for musical purposes and choir re-

hearsals
¬

or tho other a meeting room
for parish societies In the rear will be
kitchen laundry pantries coal vaults
and storerooms The main floor is
reached bv ton steps tiled and marble
wainscoted vestibule and brond hall On
the north side will be three parlors on
the south sido the pastors public office
an 1 three private offices one each for
pastor and his two assistants In the
ronr dining room library and confer-
ence

¬

rooms On the second lloor north
side will be three guest chambers on the
south side pabtor s study and sleeping
apartment with library and toilet rooms

On the third lloor are sleeping apart ¬

ments for the assistant pastors with
library and toilet accommodations for
each suite In the rear on this and the
second lloor are accommodations for the
servants

Tho front of tho building will be of
white marble and rlt tho Interior ap-
pointments

¬

will be of the most modern
type to correspond with the exterior
with gas and electric lights both being
used The finishings will be of hard
wood front basement to attic

Ltviiicr Under n IiiiHh
Ftom the Toronto Mail and Express

The English census takers have made a
remarkable discovery In Epplng forest
Where an old man has been living under a
bush for nearly forty years nnd has now
for the first time been reckoned among
the population ot England

A census taker said he could find some-
body

¬

of whoso existence England bs
never heard On tho strength of this in
vltatlon peoplo accompanied him to the
borders of the forest where a wreath of
smoko Issuing from a holly bush gave the
first Indication of this modern Robin
Hoods whereabouts Under the bush was
found a wizened old man snarled and
crabbed as the bush Itself

A layer of leaves a foot deep formed
the bed on which this wild man of tho
woods reposed A few sticks placed up
right formed the shell of his habitation
and tho leaves of the holly bush served
for the walls of his cave The Inhabitant
was a taciturn old Irishman whom even
tht offer of a whisky llask failed to thaw

out Whlla munching a thick slice o
bread h grunted out chapters of his life
history In reply to questions

He had been ten yearn before the mast
in tho royal navy afterward for fourteen
years In the merchant marine Then ho
songht out his relatives in the vicinity ot
Epplng forest who received him kindly
But unwilling to trouble them as a
boarder he decided to find his own quar-
ters

¬

The forest offered the most suita-
ble

¬

refuge and therefore he had caiaped
out undor the bush for more than thirty
years- -

Ho was born in Cork in 1S2S and is
still a virulent patriot IU3 name is
William BIrk For food ho relies on
tho charity of the people of tho neighbor ¬

ing villiagcs where he usually goes for hi
SunJay dinners He has a small Income
a Government pension which provides tho
necessaries of life For water he relies on
tho pools of the forest which ho declares
are far superior to the water supplied in
towns

He has a vivid recollection of the events
of forty years ago but of modern hap ¬

penings he knows nothing Speaking of
France he talked of the Emperor Napo ¬

leon as stilt reigning

THE SHOTJLDEB SIGN MAN

He Ia Tnklnsr the Vlncc of It In Sand
wlclied Brother

From the Jew York Sun

The wallcing pandwlch man long a pic-
turesque

¬

figure in the citys streets has
disappeared He has given way to the
man with the shoulder borne sign car¬

ried above tho head
The shoulder sign has been brought Into

its latest and highest stage of develop ¬

ment only by constant improvement The
lirst improvements related to the con-

struction
¬

of the frame and the next to
the comfort of the bearer

Upon the original Introduction of this
sign it vas noted at once that it was
harder to carry than the old sandwich
boards and this was especially true in
time of high winds Then the carrier
might have to seek a lee or even in case
of a heavy blow to so into shelter It is
true that in time the regular sign bearer
came to be able to trim his sails to the
blast so to speak that Is to say he
would turn his sign with its edge to the
wind but there was even then the dan¬

ger of his being caught aback and it was
clearly recognized that some means of
making the sign bearable even in the
heaviest weather was eminently desirable

The first suggestion to this end came
with the Idea ot a reefablo sign one in
which the sign being made of canvas or
ot folding parts the area exposed to the
wind could be reduced to suit the occasion
but there were various objections to this
not the least of these being that tho sign
bearer the blow over would fall to shake
out the reefs In the sign and so bring the
announcement painted upon it all into
view again

From timo to time other suggestions of
a more or less practical character for over-
coming

¬

his drawback to the shoulder
borne sign have been made but all until
recently without substantial result There
has however just appeared upon the
street a shoulder borne slgn in which this
difficulty is overcome In a manner at onco
simple and effective

The banner part of this sign instead of
being rigidly attached to Its supports is
hung on two pivots It can be blown out
Into a horizontal position for that matter
If the wind blows hard enough and it
sways with the gentlest breezes

This sign can De carried In a gale with-
out

¬

taking in sail and without serious
discomfort and with this latest Improve-
ment

¬

In it the evolution of the shoulder
borne sign may now be considered as
complete

THE CUBEEW LAW

Sntiftfactory Results of Its Enforce-
ment

¬

In Xevr Enjrlnnd
Irom the Newport B I Xews

Newport has back its old bell3 and Is
ready for the introduction of the curfew
law in this one particular A word from
tho chief of police in Cambridge Mass
has just been published In favor of this
means for preserving the innocence of the
children Cambridge wa3 fornerly one
of the worst towns known lor tlie extent
of its juvenile depravity Al this is
changed now and the- - New England air
of respectability Is again a feature of
Cambridge life by night as well as by day
The law affects the conduct of the chil ¬

dren at all hours For those- - who fear
something too arbitrary for our system
of life in this curfew law the explanation
of the Bangor chief of police as to its en-
forcement

¬

may bo a help In seeing the
advantage of having it Ho writes of the
curfew

I believe it Is a grand success We
have very little complaint now of children
being out after hours but when one does
come in it is from some section of the city
not covered by the officers regularly and
an officer sent a few times to that locality
speedily breaks it up I do not believe our
people would suffer the children to be out
to any great extent without calling the
attention of the polico department to their
duty in the matter It was not long since
that a friend who lives in a section of the
city where children are to say the least
very plenty said to me that It was aston- -
Ishlne to him how soon the children dis
appeared from the street corners near his
home at the stroKe oi tne cunew l pre-
sume

¬

that some people may have the same
idea that some of our own had namely
that the police were going to enforce this
ordinance in an arbitrary manner and that
ho child near the age mentioned would be
allowed to be seen on the street after the
curfew sounded We did not Intend any-
thing

¬

of the kind Children who for any
good reason are on the street are never
bothered by the officers any more than be-

fore
¬

the passage of the ordinance But
w hen a child has been given fair warning
afid then keeps it up it is locked up and
punished

DOES PINE EKBEOIDERY

An Old Hospital Patient Who Lives
by Ills XeedlevMiorU

From the St Louis Republic
John Kluser an aged patient at the city

hospital has earned his livelihood for the
last twenty years by doing fine embroid-
ery work He has boon in the hospital for
three weks and In this interval he has
busied himseif in designing and working
out several elaborate embroideries The
corps of nurses many of whom are skilled
with embroidery sa that no wo
man could exceed his deftness with the
colored silks

Kluser is seventy one years old and a
native of Switzerland His parents were
poor and he grew up a laborer But by
great economy and self abnegation he
saved money enough to begin his studies
at a college in Geneva Switzerland While
a student his thoughts turned to religion
and he determined to became a priest
He then entered a theological colloge
and after four years work was ready to
be-- ordained

At this stage In his career he was he
says wrongly accused of having violated
the rules which bind aspirants to the
priesthood He denied the charge but the
archbishop of his dloctse refused to or-
dain

¬

him He left his native land came to
the United States and has since never
ommunlcated with friends or relatives in

the Old Country
While engrossed in his theological stud-

ies
¬

he became interested In the history of
the monks of the Middle Ages many of
whom became painters embroiderers of
church vestments or the illuminators of
books In imitation of these monks Klu-
ser

¬

took up embroidery
Immediately after leaving Europe Klu-

ser
¬

secured a position as Instructor and
for live years lived comfortably

But the longing to do work in service of
the church returned and he moved from
Now York where he was living in 1SS0 to
Waukesha Wis where he obtained a po-
sition

¬

in the household of a priest and
embroidered church vestments and church
decorations He moved thence to a town
in Indiana and thence three years ago
to St Louis

CABS BAHSED OUT

Common Vehicles Sot Permitted to
Enter Hyde lnrk
From the Boston Olobe

Americans visiting London for the first
time are more than likely to hall a han-
som

¬

the day they arrive and start
promptly to see the row Half the books
stories newspaper articles etc treating
of English life make prominent mention
of this the smartest driveway in the
world London society circles largely
about Hyde Park and naturally enough
tourists regard it as a good starting place
from which to study British manners and
peoples

tutiginc then the Indignation and the
disgust of a pnlr of pretty girls accus
tointd to traverse homo drives In any
fashion they liko warned bnck from Hyde
Park entrance by a six foot arm of the
law No tips no remonstrance no plead-
ing

¬

has tho slightest effect upon the
stern bobby who simply orders cabby
to depart and tells hl3 fares to get a more
correct equipage If they doslro to take
part In the row parade

Jt Is livery or nothing and If the visitor
continues to long for a glimpse of the
Hyde Park show she must have boots and
breeches to drive her thereby having at
least tho semblance of a private establish ¬

ment No admittance is the standing rule
for the ostensible cab

AI ANCIENT STATEHOUSE

Relics Stored in a Historic Build-
ing

¬

in Boston

IM nnacment a Veritable Old Car
oMly Shop John Ilnncock Door
Reminiscence of Times Cnndlea
Were Imported From London

But few of tha thousands who visit tho
old state house to sect the rare collec-
tion

¬

of relics of enrly days ever step Into
the basement of that historic building a
glimpse even is enough to satisfy those
who do look that way because of tha
unattractive apartment but here ls a col-
lection

¬

of peculiar interest articles clumsy
to be sure but around which cluster
many important events of our colonial
and provincial history

The society would not rolegato theso
articles to this apartment did the old
house offer room olsewhere

Foremost among these dusty articles
is a wooden door It Is labeled thus

The original door lock latch and
hinges of the mansion of John Hancock

This door is a recent addition to the
collection It was purchased by Moses
Kimball at tho time the-- houso was torn
down and placed In the garret of the mu-
seum

¬

where It was kept until his son
presented it to-- the Bostonian society This
door is 8 feet tall and I feet wide and IVt
Inches thick It consists of twelve panels
In as perfect condition as when hung on
the massive strap hinges which aro still
attached to it fastened by the wrought
iron nails hammered out by some skill-
ful

¬
smith at his anvil in Boston town

The clumsy bolt slips with a bang or
it did when Thomas Hancock first barred
tho door of tho stone mansion 160 years
ago The great key aside from rust
through Inactivity is ia as good condi-
tion

¬

as when the British officers turned
it in the lock and made themselves se-
cure

¬

while they enjoyed the luxuries
of the home vacated by Mme Hancock
and her nephew John who had found It
not a safe retreat for patriots but had
left It negro slaves and all to the mercy
of tho enemy

Tho massive iron knocker clangs with
the same sound which once warned the
beautiful Dorothy Quincy of tha arrival
of guests commissioned by royal au-
thority

¬

In a dark corner of this basement
apartment is a portion of the carved
balustrade which ornamented a projection
over this front door To it is attached
the wrought iron frame in which were
placed arrangements for lighting tha en-
trance

¬

to the mansion These are remind-
ers

¬

of the days before a street lamp was
thought of In Boston and when candles
for lighting this mansion were ordered
from London unless it bo for common
use when soma of the best spermaceti
candles of domestic manufacture were al-
lowable

¬

By light reflected from thJs frame many
noted men and women have been guided
up and down the stone steps of the Han-
cock

¬
mansion among whom were Gov-

ernor
¬

Shirley Sir WUllam Pepperell and
Col George Washington Hutchinson and
Sage of departing royalty Adino Pad¬

dock and Benjamin Lincoln Lord Howe
Major PItcairn General Burgoyne and
the scores of under officers during tho
siege with many in private life from An-
drew

¬

and Peter raneull of provincial days
to the Adamses Qulncys and others- - who
made their mark in State government

Turning from the reminders 6f the Han-
cock

¬

family one sees another door how
different It is simple and plain on it
are the figures 50 and the word Phill-
ips-

It recalls the home in Essex at whero
lived Wendell Phillips The surname only
painted on the door reminds us that the
occupant of the house was so obnoxious
to the majority through his abolition ut-

terances
¬

that he could not keep a door--
plate and resorted to this simple way of
telling to all that the friend of the down-
trodden

¬

dwelt in that house Many a
tine has the door been pelted with mud
In contempt of the man within

Several rude iron chimney backs are
found hidden from sight On two of these
are heraldic designs and the figures 1737

On another is seen the representation of a
British man-of-w- ar ship under which is
the motto

The British navy miaty sound
Striked terror to ye nations round

On this with various military orna-
ments

¬

are to be seen tha figures 17G2

which remind u that soon after that data
the British navy ceased to strike terror
to America

Tavern signs of ye olden time are nu-
merous

¬

One was the swinging sign of the
old Pembroke Inn Plymouth turnpike
The figures 17S9are on It and also thosa
of 1800 The figure yet to be seen on one
side is that of a horse with a docked tall
while the punoh bowl with the word en-

tertainment
¬

serve for the suggestive or-
naments

¬

of the other side
Another sign is of much earlier origin

It is a carved reproduction of the arms
of the painters guild of England Ire¬

land and Scotland of 1735 It was brought
to this country by Christopher Gore af-
terward

¬

governor and at one time hung
upon a building in the locality ot tha
present Scollay Square

There are several ornaments from tha
Brattle Square Church built in 1772 and
removed in 1ST2 among those the key to
the arch of the famous John Hancock
pulpit this being the church where tho
Hancocks worshipped and which received
legacies from Thomas Hancock and his
widow Lydia Henchman

The great weather vane from the Hol
lis Street Church takes much space and
after all Is located with little regard for
the use to which it was originally put

Tho great spinning wheel and all its ac-
companying

¬

fixtures are in as good trim
as when manipulated by the deft fingers
of a provincial maiden in a contest on
Boston Common in 17C7 when the Daugh ¬

ters of Liberty were determined to use
no foreign fabrics but resolved to manu-
facture

¬

their own cloth and met In com-
petitive

¬

contest on the Common and from
house to house

That wheel with Its well poised head
is a silent but striking reminder of the
large part woman had in the great strug-
gle

¬

which brought freedom to the colonies
The bell rope of Christ Church Old

North suggests to the visitor the night
when the lanterns wero hung in that bel¬

fry chamber overhead even this roughly
hewn block of white oak possesses a
charm for the reflective in this dusty cor-

ner
¬

there passes before him the scenes of
that memorable April night of 1773

The further one searches into the shad ¬

owy corners tha more he finds to carry
him back to tho colonial days of Massa-
chusetts

¬

Bay There Is an ornamented
cap of a pillar from the house occupied
by Cotton Mather and John Mayo

It was built in 1656 and the carving Is a
well preserved specimen of the art which
was made use of by the builders of the
early days of Boston

Seeking Is rewarded by tho most unex-
pected

¬

relics mat have no classification
There is the door from the house where
Oliver Wendell Holmes was born of no
Interest save as it opened to the call of
an Innocent child who became the famous
Autocrat- -
Conspicuous at one side of tha dimly

llahted basement is the figurehead of a
ship It is carved from a solid block of
wkkI and displays a touch of genius
which has failed of recognition for this
figure-- is only noted for never having been
on a vessel and consequently never wit-
nessed

¬

many trying scenes
It came to the custody of the society

through the kind inteatlon of a daughter
of the man who labored on it without re¬

ward
Having seen but a portion of these base ¬

ment treasures one turns from the apart ¬

ment with the satisfaction of having seen
that which many have failed of seeing
simply because they are not aware of the
treasures In the old state house basement

Tho Boston Globe


